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What is guided math workshop?

whole group 
lessons

On Mondays, the teacher will introduce the goal for the week through a trade book or video.  Ideas will be charted together.  Then, 
students will participate in a whole class math talk that ties to the weekly goal.  The teacher will model correct math notation and 
students will be exposed to a variety of math problem solving strategies from all levels in the classroom.  Finally, the teacher will 
introduce and model the hands on game or activity for this week.  If needed, students can practice the game in partners or groups.

On Fridays, students will do a spiral review of on grade level math skills as a whole class (math wall).  Then, students will break off into 
partners to do counting collections.  During this time, the teacher can pull counting intervention groups or pull individual students to assess.

mini-
lessons

On Tuesdays through Thursdays, the teacher will give a mini-lesson related to the week’s goal.  The teacher will also launch the story 
problem (math mystery) that students will be solving during the independent time.

M eet with me
After at my seat time, students will rotate to meet with the teacher.  During this time, they will finish up their math mystery while the 
teacher conferences with students.  Then, the teacher will guide the students in a small group share time where they will share their 
strategies they used to solve problems and the teacher will help model correct notation for kids.

A t my seat Students will work independently on the math mystery that was launched for the day.  They will work through as many levels of numbers 
as possible during their independent time.

T echnology Students will work independently at a technology station (laptop or iPad).  They will practice math skills related to this week’s goal.  See 
the lesson plans for suggested apps and websites.

H ands on Students will work in partners or small groups on the hands on activity or game that was modeled on Monday. 

Math instruction has changed so much over the last 20 years.  We’ve gone from direct instruction and modeling, to hands-on 
learning, to problem-solving heavy curriculums.  But truth is that it’s not all or nothing.  There are good elements of each of 

these.  So, a balanced approach to math instruction is best.  There are 6 key components to Guided Math Workshop.



created by Whitney Shaddock, the first grade roundup
1st grade guided math workshop weekly goals

19 We can solve a problem in multiple ways.

20 Mathematicians use efficient strategies.

21 We can add fluently.

22 We can subtract fluently.

23 Objects can be measured in units.

24 Time can be measured to the half hour.

25 Mathematicians attend to precision.

26 Data can be organized, represented and interpreted.

27 Mathematicians look for and use structure.

28 We can use related facts to add and subtract.

29 Composing is useful.

30 Shapes can be composed into new shapes.

31 Decomposing is useful.

32 Shapes can be decomposed into more shapes.

33 Unit size changes an object’s measurement.

34 Data can be represented in many ways.

35 & 36 Final Assessments & Activities

1 & 2 We are all mathematicians.

3 Numbers can be joined and separated. 

4 Mathematicians model with math.

5 We can show ways to make ten.

6 Mathematicians have friendly conversations.

7 Numbers can be grouped for counting.

8 Numbers can be compared.

9 Measurements can be compared.

10 Shapes have defining attributes.

11 Numbers can be decomposed to make 10.

12 Making a ten can be useful.

13 We can tell time to the hour.

14 We can use groups of tens to add.

15 We can use groups of tens to subtract.

16 Sets can be shared.

17 We can identify and describe shapes.

18 Shapes can be partitioned into halves and quarters.
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Days 1-10 set up guided math workshop routines

Whole Group Lessons



26 Bonus materials not found 
in other linked TpT resources 

are with the plans
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Weekly lesson plan pages + bonus printables

Sample lesson plan 
for weeks 3-36



Some powerpoints
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12 Digital activities and materials

Tens Ones
I can compose numbers 

into tens and ones.

69
© the first grade roundup

+23

Some PDF slideshows

how we go home * numbers around me * 3D faces math talk * finding bingo digital book * 
add fluently * subtract fluently * clock math talk * composing tens and ones (shown left) * 

shape pictures * cupcake crisis * decomposing pattern blocks (shown right) * story 
problem equations review
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Digital and pdf rotation boards are included.  
The digital boards are explained on the next 

page.  

The pdf rotation boards can be shown on your 
interactive white board or printed as a poster 

size to hang.  Or, just use this as a guide to 
create your own board!  

Detailed explanations on why I organized the 
board the way I did are included, plus two 

different rotation options.

Digital & printable rotation boards
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Editable Digital rotation boards

Slides Included
LAUNCH > ROTATION #1 (chimes then 15 minute timer) > ROTATION #2 (chimes then 15 minute timer) >
ROTATION #3 (chimes then 15 minute timer) > ROTATION #4 (chimes then 15 minute timer) > REFLECT

These digital boards are a separate GMW Rotations PowerPoint File with a timer so that you just have to start the slideshow and 
everything else plays automatically!  The slides will change after the timer goes off and show the next rotation kids need to go to!

Edit the math 
problem and 
names in the 

rotation 
boxes.
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13 teacher support documents

• Year at a glance
• CC Standards (year long & quarterly)
• Resource links
• Assessing & forming small groups
• Rotation boards
• Digital rotation boards
• Meet with me plans (shown left)
• Math problem types
• Multi-step math problems
• Number choice progressions for +/-
• Progression of problem solving 

strategies (shown right)
• Star-star-wish routine
• Moving kids to more efficient 

strategies



54 additional Tpt resources are included
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Math Talks (Mondays)
The math talks for Mondays will be 
from this digital math talks curriculum. 
The number sets are included in the 
plans and you can certainly draw or 
write them out on your own.  

If you want the slides premade and 
ready to teach, they are included in 
the bundle. 

At my seat
The vast majority of at my seat work are 
math word problems. For an explanation 
of problem types, see the ”Math word 
problems” page in this preview.  This 
lesson page packet gives you number 
suggestions and stories, but does NOT 
include premade math problem printables.  
This is because I suggest making your 
own using kid names from your classroom 
and making sure you are using numbers 
that are best for your students.  This 
bundle has customizable math mysteries 
for every problem type and themed for 
each month separately. Any at my seat 
work that is not a math mystery will be 
included in the lesson plan packet. 

Mini-lessons anchor charts
Most materials used to introduce the week’s goal 
are either trade books or anchor charts from 

these resources. 

Hands on activities
Many of the games used during the Hands On rotation are from these 2 resources.  You 
can get them separately at the links provided or with the bundle mentioned above.

Activities on the lesson plans that are not in the math games resource ARE included with 
the lesson plan packet behind that week’s lesson plan page.

Counting collections 
All of the directions, assessments, handouts, 
organizational and set up materials are in this 
separate resource.  You will find anything 
mentioned in this curriculum related to 
counting collections here. 

Math Wall (fridays)
The math skill review time on Fridays 
called math wall is available as a 
separate digital (powerpoint) resource 
at the link provided.  It is also included in 
the bundle mentioned above.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Kid-Friendly-Standards-for-Mathematical-Practices-Posters
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Math-Anchor-Chart-Templates-for-First-Grade-3976840
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Math-Mysteries-Year-Long-Combo-Pack-Customizable-Word-Problems-for-K-4-1274619
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Math-Talks-The-Bundle-2810459
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Print-and-Play-Common-Core-Math-Games-for-K-2-Students-1734796
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hundreds-Chart-Puzzles-BUNDLE-3348895
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Counting-Collections-Packet-for-the-K-2-Classroom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Math-Wall-Year-Long-Combo-Pack
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Manipulatives & tradebooks used in the plans

A list of all of the trade books used in this curriculum along with affiliate links. Many can be 
found on youtube and sometimes youtube links are included in the lesson plans to watch.

Block City - amzn.to/2DqcVbl
Anno’s Counting Book - amzn.to/2Dr7skB

Ten Black Dots - amzn.to/2DtLcXs
The Mission of Addition - amzn.to/2Dtfh9z

The Action of Subtraction - amzn.to/2zqOHdh
The Grapes of Math - amzn.to/2Dssob8

Alfie the Alligator –amzn.to/2E358AG
More or Less - amzn.to/2pFtJkW

The Greedy Triangle - amzn.to/2pRFmFH
Tally O’Malley –amzn.to/2QTYBKK
Duck! Rabbit! - amzn.to/2KbFQzF

Shape by Shape –amzn.to/2LZolUq
Mouse Shapes - amzn.to/2RGZBFu

Here is a list of the manipulatives that I keep on hand for either problem solving or h
ands-on games during Guided Math Workshop along with affiliate links.

Children’s Mathematics, Cognitively Guided 
Instruction – amzn.to/2IZXOVz

Unifix Cubes (need a set of 200-300 per table/4 kids) -
amzn.to/2xAzGE7

2-sided Counters (~25 per student) - amzn.to/2xCINUR
10 Decks of Cards (halved into red/black) - amzn.to/2xLTLqn

Pattern Blocks (one set per table) - amzn.to/2xArKTk
Wooden GeoBlocks - amzn.to/2xOIG83

Judy Clocks - amzn.to/2Du0wU6
3D shape blocks - amzn.to/2CKGe7y
Construction Hats - amzn.to/2LUlsnw
Construction signs - amzn.to/2LSict1
Materials for Counting Collections -

www.thefirstgraderoundup.com/2016/08/setting-up-counting-collections.html

Manipulatives to keep on hand Tradebooks used in lessons

https://amzn.to/2DqcVbl
https://amzn.to/2Dr7skB
https://amzn.to/2DtLcXs
https://amzn.to/2Dtfh9z
https://amzn.to/2zqOHdh
https://amzn.to/2Dssob8
https://amzn.to/2E358AG
https://amzn.to/2pFtJkW
https://amzn.to/2pRFmFH
https://amzn.to/2QTYBKK
https://amzn.to/2KbFQzF
https://amzn.to/2LZolUq
https://amzn.to/2RGZBFu
https://amzn.to/2IZXOVz
https://amzn.to/2xAzGE7
https://amzn.to/2xCINUR
https://amzn.to/2xLTLqn
https://amzn.to/2xArKTk
https://amzn.to/2xOIG83
https://amzn.to/2Du0wU6
https://amzn.to/2CKGe7y
https://amzn.to/2LUlsnw
https://amzn.to/2LSict1
http://www.thefirstgraderoundup.com/2016/08/setting-up-counting-collections.html
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Try a sample for FREE!

The First 10 Days 
of Lessons

Click HERE

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Guided-Math-Lesson-Plans-for-First-Grade-Math-Rotations-2-Weeks-FREE-3975459
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Guided-Math-Lesson-Plans-for-First-Grade-Math-Rotations-2-Weeks-FREE-3975459


How long do you 
allot for Guided 

Math Workshop?

thefirstgraderoundup.com
Frequently asked questions

Are assessments 
included?

Do these lessons 
work for 

homeschooling?

Yes!  I used the 2nd grade lesson plans with my son. 
Some whole group games need to be adapted, but it 
translates easily to homeschooling.

This curriculum is set up for about 1 hour 15 minutes total 
math time.  It includes 15 minutes to launch, 15 minutes for 
each of the 4 rotations.

The bundle includes the math quarterly assessment 
resource which has both quarterly assessments and 
checkups by standard.
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What other teachers are saying

I use this resource during 
my math instruction. I love the 

attention to detail in the lesson plans 
and how it has the resources needed 

for each lesson. Great Product!!!

~Kathryn
This curriculum has been a 

GAME CHANGER for math in first 
grade! The kids actually enjoy math time 
and understand the concepts. Our test 

scores had some of the highest growth 
in the school thanks to this!! 

~Julie

This resource is very 
comprehensive. There is a LOT here, 
but it's great once you know what 

you're looking for. I used so much of 
this last year and my student's 

understanding of number relationships 
definitely improved. Highly 

recommend!
~Nicole
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About the author

Hey y’all! I’m Whitney Shaddock, the teacher author and
blogger at the first grade roundup. I’m a National Board
Certified teacher with my Masters Degree and have over 10
years of first grade experience in both high poverty and
high wealth public schools. I’ve taught PreK Sunday School
for over 17 years. I married my high school sweetheart in
2006. We were blessed with a beautiful boy in 2012 after
years of infertility. In 2019, we adopted premie twins.

In 2011, I opened my TPT store. I love sharing real, practical
resources I’ve tested and used in my own classroom. I am
passionate about resources that align with the science of
reading and full lesson plans and units to use in my
classroom. Oh, and color coding is my love language! J

I love meeting new teachers, so let’s connect!

https://www.facebook.com/thefirstgraderoundup
https://www.instagram.com/thefirstgraderoundup/
https://www.pinterest.com/thefirstgraderoundup/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLWd5Z7oV8lwN8kqT5sIKZQ
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Earn  *free*  resources

1 2
Go to 

My Purchases

Click 
Leave a Review

4Give feedback

Choose use account 
balance at checkout

Apply credits to get FREE
resources

3



bit.ly/freephonics

thefirstgraderoundup.com

DIGITAL PHONICS? YES, PLEASE!
Get FREE digital, click & teach phonics lessons delivered straight to your inbox.

http://www.bit.ly/freephonics
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Other  bestsellers  you’ll  love

It pays to follow my store! All of my NEW
RESOURCES are discounted up to half off for the
first 48 hours. Follow my store to be the first to
know when new resources are released.

Click to 
follow my 

store

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-First-Grade-Roundup-By-Whitney-Shaddock
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/First-Grade-Phonics-Digital-Lessons-and-Curriculum-Units-BUNDLE-3028186
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/First-Grade-Science-Units-Aligned-with-Next-Generation-Science-Standards-BUNDLE-3480192
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Decodable-Readers-Books-and-Passages-for-First-Grade-BUNDLE-4764464
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Math-Lesson-Plans-for-First-Grade-Guided-Math-Workshop-3975552
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Terms  of  use  &  Credits

© Whitney Shaddock, The First Grade Roundup. All rights reserved. Purchase of this resource entitles you the right to reproduce the
pages for single classroom use only. Duplication for a colleague, school, district or commercial purposes is strictly prohibited. Copying
any part of this product and placing it on the internet in any form (even a personal/classroom website) is strictly forbidden and is a
violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). Thanks for respecting my hard work! J

✔ xUse with your students DON’T Give to other teachers

✔ xUse on Zoom or Google Classroom with 
only your students DON’T use with Outschool

✔ xPurchase discounted multiple licenses for 
colleagues to use Sell this resource 

x Post this resource for FREE 
anywhere on the internet, including 
private district drives or websites.
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cara-Carroll
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Paula-Kim-Studio
https://katehadfielddesigns.com/shop/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Lindy-Du-Plessis
https://stock.adobe.com/video?gclid=CjwKCAjwmJbeBRBCEiwAAY4VVe7_x2qzq3cnL5W8VKnWSDPT9FgkFQMgQ-xC6g9INZJeLs6Ee7cQvBoCAHAQAvD_BwE&as_channel=sem&as_campclass=brand&as_campaign=US%7CCPRO%7CStock%7CPURCH%7CNew+%26+Repeat+Buyers-RLSA_Brand%7CGG%7C%7C&as_source=google&as_camptype=acquisition&sdid=4JW79JLQ&ef_id=CjwKCAjwmJbeBRBCEiwAAY4VVe7_x2qzq3cnL5W8VKnWSDPT9FgkFQMgQ-xC6g9INZJeLs6Ee7cQvBoCAHAQAvD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!3085!3!201384131493!e!!g!!adobe%20stock
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